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Introduction
This is the second year the staff of West Gate Bank has produced a summary of the community 
outreach and CRA activities it has completed to make our community a better place.  We 
believe it is important to reflect on the past as we prepare for the future.  Community 
involvement is imbedded in our culture at West Gate Bank–it is part of our core values. As a 
community bank, we know our success is built on the success of the communities we serve. 

2019 Community Involvement
West Gate Bank believes we have a responsibility to our customers and the community at large 
to educate them about money matters.  It helps the community and its citizens to prosper in a 
responsible and sustainable manner.  

We work one-on-one with each of our customers to make sure they understand the products 
and services we offer.  When they have questions about financial concepts, we help them to 
find answers and get them to the right people, whether those people are inside or outside our 
organization.  We want to be known as a “trusted financial advisor”.  

Community Education
In-School West Gate Bank Branch
West Gate Bank has sponsored an “In-School” 
branch at Lakeview Elementary since 2001.  Staff 
from our  West O location operate the branch 
weekly. In November 2019, we opened our second 
“In-School” branch at Wysong Elementary. These 
branches are designed to help students get real 
life experiences with checking accounts, saving, 
and other financial services.  
Lakeview Elementary is located in a census tract 
area designated as low-to-mod income.  

Lincoln Public Schools High School Financial Education Program
West Gate Bank is in the 3rd and final year of partnering with EVERFI to 
underwrite the cost of an innovative, web-based financial education 
program. Every 11th grade student in LPS is required to take the course 
(2,854 students in 2018-2019). It is offered in all six Lincoln high schools, 
with more than 14,000 hours of learning completed each year. The impact 
to low-to-moderate income communities is 1,323 students, three schools 
and 6,056 hours of learning. 
Topics covered include:  banking, credit scores, higher education, 
insurance and taxes, investing, saving and borrowing. Bankers from 
West Gate Bank also helped students complete a mock interview 
experience in some of the high schools.  



Nebraska Transition College
NETC works to empower individuals with autism and other 
disabilities to learn, work, and live within our communities.  
Currently the organization offers classes for these individuals 
under four circumstances–Pre-vocational, Community Navigation, 
Wellness and Residential Living.  In 2019, West Gate Bank 
partnered with Nebraska Transition College to provide space for 
student progression and expansion of class offerings. 

Community Involvement Pillars
Tabitha Meals on Wheels 
Tabitha Meals on Wheels began in 1967 as the first service 
of its kind in Lincoln, NE.  Today they serve a hot, noon 
meal to more than 500 clients daily, 365 days per year.  We 
have worked with Tabitha for years and began our Meals 
on Wheels volunteer program in February 2016.  We have a 
MOW committee within the bank consisting of Kirby 
Reardon, Tammi Buel, Nancy Johnson and Misty Sinica to 
help schedule and coordinate volunteers throughout the 
year. We deliver meals on the 1st, 3rd and occasional 5th 
Tuesday of every month.  In 2019, we had 43 different 
volunteers deliver approximately 365 meals which equated 
to ~$2,240 in employee time. We also coordinate a team of 
10-15 volunteers each year to walk/run in an event to help 
raise money and awareness for Meals on Wheels.

Junior Achievement 
For 48 years, Junior Achievement of Lincoln has been 
giving students the tools to succeed, one classroom at a 
time.  JA’s programs bring relevance to education to help 
students connect the value of academics, while developing 
into knowledgeable consumers and professionals. Last year 
we had 20 volunteers teach 33 classes from K-12, reaching 
a total of 585 students.  These classes are 1-hour sessions 
over a 5-day period, which equated to $3,300 in employee 
time in 2019. We were represented in the JA Stock Market 
Challenge and the JA Dinner & Auction event. We also have 
approximately 30 employees fundraise/compete in their 
annual Bowl-a-Thon.

Prosper Lincoln
In 2016, Prosper Lincoln was created to address the ideas on how to create a better Lincoln.  
They focus their efforts on early childhood development, innovative workforce, affordable 
housing, strong neighborhoods, and civic investments.  In 2019, West Gate Bank pledged to 
donate $100,000 over the next five years to invest and improve the housing conditions in South 
Downtown due to the need for new affordable housing in this important area of our community. 



Give To Lincoln Day
Give to Lincoln Day is an annual campaign to encourage 
donations to Lincoln and Lancaster county nonprofits. 
In 2018, West Gate Bank partnered with the Lincoln 
Community Foundation to donate $25,000 per year 
through 2020 as Lead Sponsor of this event. In 2019, 
the $25,000 contribution was used as part of the largest 
match pool to provide additional funds to 439 nonprofit 
organizations. West Gate Bank also provided volunteers 
to assist collecting donations at Tower Square and at 
West Gate Bank Center.

Habitat for Humanity 
Habitat for Humanity of Omaha has served more than 1,800 families and individuals through 
homeownership, home repairs and neighborhood revitalization efforts since incorporating 
in the state of Nebraska in 1984. Humanity Omaha teamed up with Omaha 100 to develop a 
program to help with the purchase of Habitat homes for low income individuals. In 2019, West 
Gate Bank joined a number of other Omaha banks to help finance the purchase of these homes, 
to help Habitat use their liquidity to help others.  We provided $250,000 in 2019’s loan pool to 
support these individuals.

United Way
United Way of Lincoln and Lancaster County works to bring the whole community together to 
create long-term, lasting change. While most charities focus on a single group or issue, United 
Way tackles issues facing Lincoln and Lancaster county as a whole. Together with more than 
500 volunteers, they identify and prioritize community goals—whether those goals include 
shelter for displaced families or health and nutrition assistance for seniors—and bring 
together the right people, ideas, and resources to achieve them.  For the 12th year in a row, the 
West Gate Bank/United Way of Lincoln drive achieved 100% employee participation.  
West Gate Bank pledged $14,000, while West Gate Bank employees pledged $32,334, for a total 
pledge of $46,334. 



TeamMates 
TeamMates Mentoring Program began in 1991 with the vision of University of Nebraska Head 
Football Coach Tom Osborne and his wife Nancy.  The TeamMates was formalized as a statewide 
program in 1998 with 12 chapters and 441 mentor/mentee matches. Since then, TeamMates has 
steadily grown to include over 150 chapters and currently serves more than 8,400 youth through 
partnerships with local school districts.  We have four employees who meet with their teammate 
on a weekly basis for one hour during the school year; this equated to $3,200 in employee time in 
2019. 

Civic Involvement  
It has always been a pillar of West Gate Bank to have employees out into the community to 
represent the bank. Involvement with a number of community board of directors is one of the 
most prevalent representations.  In 2019, we had 36 employees serve on 46 different 
organizations (totaling 48 board positions).  Some of these organizations are Centerpointe, 
Bright Lights Summer Learning Adventures, Friendship Home, Lincoln Children’s Zoo, 
Willard Community Center, and United Way. If you assume the average board involvement 
consists of 2 board activities/meetings per month for one hour, WGB donated $23,040 in 
employee time in 2019.

Employee Recognitions
On June 20, 2019, Johanna Hannemann was recognized with the Junior Achievement 
Volunteer of the Year Award.


